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Jack Inkster - 1918 receives the Military Cross. (This entry is in Hands Across the 
Meridian, however, he was from Stonewall, MB) 

 

Sam Brindley – at age 17, Sam joined the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, also known as the 
 Little Black Devils. Sam was at Ypres when poison gas was unleashed on the 
 allied forces. It was a matter of pride to him that the Canadians had “held the 
 line”. He didn’t mind talking about the war and told how the soldiers had urinated 
 on their handkerchiefs and tied them around their faces to cut the poison gas. He 
 told how dirty and ugly the trenches were. He didn’t understand how people 
 could be lazy; “I walked all over Europe” was one of his favourite lines. 
 
Herman Bruce – went overseas in 1943 with the Princess Patricia Canadian Light 
 Infantry, spent Christmas 1943 in the General Hospital in Rome. He met his wife 
 Ursula Mason on his return to Argyle. 

Norman Campbell – In 1914, Norman tried to enlist but was turned down because of 
 an eye injury from playing hockey. In 1915, he did enlist and was accepted. He 
 went overseas with the Machine Gun Corps. Served in France and received a 
 Military Medal for bravery. After the war was over he served with the army of 
 occupation in Germany for a year after which he returned to Winnipeg. 

John Crockatt – joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1941. In 1945 he served 
 overseas, stationed at York, England as an air frame mechanic. 

Margaret Ferguson – became a sergeant in the Air Force (Women’s Division) 

Malcolm Ferguson – went overseas in summer of 1942. 

John (Jack) Ferguson – had a hard time enlisting, but eventually got in, serving as one 
 of the heroes at the Anzio beach Head. 

James Swan – joined the army after fall work was done in November 1942.  

Hugh Grierson – married Grace Kinkead of Argyle in October 1939, then joined the 
 forces in 1940. He served in Jamaica and Hong Kong. He was killed in Hong 
 Kong on Dec. 7, 1941. 

 



Albert Evans – Born in England, came to Canada as a very young boy, making his 
 home in the Argyle area, working on farms and learning the carpentry trade. 
 During World War one, he joined the royal Canadian Engineers and served 
 overseas. 

Tom Henry – served overseas as a machine gunner in World War One. 

George Hoffman – enlisted on April 6, 1942 with the 18th Armoured Car Regiment of 
 the XII Manitoba Dragoons. He went overseas with the regiment in August 1942, 
 serving in the U.K., Normandy, Belgium, Holland and Germany. During the two 
 years spent training in England, he qualified as a radio operator (Operator 
 Canadian armoured Corps) He was promoted in late 1943 and became crew 
 commander in a Staghound armoured car, a post held until the end of the war, 
 his final rank as Sergeant. He was unofficial interpreter when prisoners wer 
 taken, and was sometimes called to help interrogate prisoners. He was 
 discharged on March 3, 1946. 

Bill Mannetje – enlisted in the Dutch Army, and visited England after the war was over. 
 It was in England that he married for a second time (he was a widower). 

George Mckerracher – served in the Air Force on the west coast of Canada in 
 communication line maintenance. 

Charles McQuarrie – went to war in 1917 and was put in the Forestry Corps as he had 
 lost a finger on one hand. When in England, he met his future wife Mary 
 Simcock. They married in April 1919 and returned to the farm at Argyle. 

Mary McQuarrie – (daughter of Charles) trained as a nurse in England and before she 
 finished, World War II had started. She later enlisted as a nursing sister and saw 
 service in North Africa, Italy and India with the British Army. 

Jack Munro – served in the Canadian Armed forces from 1944-1945 and in the winter 
 of 1949-50, was attached to the American military base in Churchill. He is the 
 brother of Gladys Munro. 

Gladys Munro – served with the Royal Canadian Navy during WWII, stationed in 
 Halifax for 1944-45. She is the sister of Jack Munro. 

Earl Pederson – served in the Royal Canadian Air Force (WWII) 

Art Pederson - Served in the Royal Canadian Air Force (WWII) 

John Pederson – served in the Canadian Army (WWII) 



Jim Penny – Served with the Cameron Highlanders of Canada. He spent years in the 
 trenches in France, and when his regiment was caught in a mustard gas attack, it 
 affected his health for the rest of his life. 

Lawrence Penny – Joined the Royal Canadian Air Force and was stationed at the 
 West Coast of Canada. He came home each fall to help with the harvest. 

Edward Proctor - served in both the Canadian Army and Navy in World War 1. He was 
 discharged from the Army because of pneumonia and then re-enlisted in the 
 Navy. 

Clarence Rothwell – enlisted at age 17 and joined the Expeditionary Forces. He died 
 of meningitis while serving in England and is buried there in Shorncliffe Military 
 Cemetery. 

Jack (John) Dorrian – was awarded a Military Award for bravery in the field, from WWI. 

Ernest Snell – joined the Northwest Mounted Police (predecessor to the RCMP) at 
 Winnipeg, serving at Regina and Maple Creek, Saskatchewan for five years 
 (1883-1888) In 1893 he served with the 90th Winnipeg Rifles and again 1915-16. 
 From 1916-1919 he was attached to the Military Police. 

Fred Snell – Went to the Boer War in South Africa in 1899-1902. He also drove a team 
 of oxen during the Riel Uprising (Note: He would have been 10 years old in 
 1885!) 

Duncan Fletcher – served overseas during WWII with the Royal Canadian Engineers. 

Robert Henry (Harry) Strong – Joined the Air Force in 1936 and during the war, he 
 served in many different stations mostly as an instructor. His last post with the Air 
 Force was a base near Red Deer, Alberta, where he settled. 

Maurice Strong – Joined the Air Force at age 18. He was in a plane crash in 1941, and 
 grounded for a year. He spent a year in Trenton, Ontario, then returned to 
 McLeod to graduate as a pilot in 1942. He was transferred to Portage la prairie in 
 July and stayed there as a staff pilot before going overseas in July 1943. He flew 
 as a staff pilot at a wireless school for six months then started training as a  
 fighter pilot. He joined squadron 402 in April 1945, and stayed with them until 
 March 1946. 

Howard Strong – joined the navy when school was over (end of grade 12 in Teulon) 
 and saw action along the Atlantic Coast when his ship was doing convoy duty. 

  



Harold Syrett – Returned to Canada from university in Michigan, and trained as a 
navigator in the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. Upon receiving his wings and 
commission he was posted to RAF Ferry Command, Dorval, Quebec. After flying both 
the North and South Atlantic delivering aircraft in various fronts, he was posted to RAF 
Transport Command in 1944 serving with South East Asia Command doing internal 
communications flying India, Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and Burma (Myanmar( His final posting 
was to the RCAF Tiger Force as long range navigation consultant. 

Harold was posted to No. 4 Air Observer School in London, Ontario, November 8, 1942 
and graduated March 5, 1943 with Observer Wings and a commission.  

 
George Trann – Joined the RCAF in 1941 and was stationed at Gander, Newfoundland 
and Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.  

Peter Wiwchar – During the Second World War, Peter enlisted Aug 6, 1942. He went 
overseas on the Queen Mary and served in England, France, Belgium, Holland and 
German. When he returned and was discharged on November 1, 1946, it was hard to 
find work. He started in a radio shop, then to a CAE and later to Bristol. 


